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Dear Farmer,
I am excited to send you this packet of information about the 2019-2020 Heartland Farm Beginnings® program. The Farm Beginnings® course is designed to help you clarify your farm goals and develop your business skills in order to achieve them. We are proud to be offering this field-tested, nationally-recognized program in Ohio. In addition to the in-depth curriculum, other benefits to choosing Heartland Farm Beginnings® include:
· Joining a vibrant farmer network. Get a jump start on building the region-wide community that your farm business will need to thrive. By enrolling in Heartland Farm Beginnings®, your course fees include a one year family farm membership to the Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association (OEFFA) and complimentary registration for the OEFFA conference, Ohio’s largest sustainable agriculture conference. These opportunities allow like-minded entrepreneurs to tap into OEFFA’s diverse community to connect and share information and experiences.
· Learning whole farm and business planning from experienced farmers.  Get real-world, practical, and specialized knowledge from the farmers leading the local food movement in the Heartland. Farmers training farmers is the education model behind Farm Beginnings®.
· Cultivating skills in sustainable agriculture. Materials and examples used in class are field-tested and come directly from successful organic and sustainable farms and operations. Classes are facilitated by staff and leverage expertise from other Farm Beginnings® programs across the region, enhancing the sustainable agriculture focus of the course.
· Creating a tailor-made business plan. Crafting a business plan will improve your overall readiness to manage a farm business. Heartland Farm Beginnings® qualifies as a FSA Borrower Training Course and a completion certificate will be provided to those who finish the program. Additionally, you’ll become eligible for OEFFA’s endorsement as a trustee to seek no-interest loans of up to $10,000 from KivaZip. We will provide the tools and resources needed to launch, expand, or improve farm enterprises. 
I hope you will join us to build a holistic plan for realizing your farm dream.
   
Sincerely,
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Rachel Tayse, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Begin Farming Program Coordinator
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