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The Heartland Farm Beginnings® program includes:
· 56 hours of farmer-led, community-based sustainable agriculture classroom education 
· Course supplies (including a binder and reading materials)
· OEFFA Family Farm membership for one year
· Registration and lunches to attend the OEFFA Conference (February 14-15, 2020)
· A passionate and like-minded cohort 
· One-on-one mentorship with an experienced farmer
· FSA Borrower Training Completion Certificate and KIVA loan endorsement for qualified participants
· Guided development of a Growing Season Learning Plan

Cost: $1,000 ($1,200 for applications received after September 1, 2019) for up to two individuals from the same farm business working on the same business plan. Payment plans and partial scholarships of up to $500 are available.
Deposit: A $75 deposit must be submitted with your application and is credited towards your final registration fee.
Application Information and Deadlines

Applications must be post-marked by Friday September 20, 2019. Submitting an application to the course does not guarantee acceptance. Qualified applicants will be accepted on a first come, first served basis. Applicants will be notified on a rolling basis regarding acceptance or denial via email. The course fee will be invoiced at the time of notification.

Space is limited and early application is encouraged! A maximum of two farmer applicants can attend under one course fee as long as both individuals are working for the same farm business and on the same business plan for this course. This may include a business partner, a family member, or life partner. Complete both the “Primary Application” and “Partner Application” if you are interested in having two people from one farm business attend.

How to apply: Please send a completed application, including scholarship application if applicable, with a $75 check deposit. If you are not accepted, your deposit will not be cashed.

Make checks payable to: Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association (OEFFA)

Mail to: Heartland Farm Beginnings®, OEFFA, 41 Croswell Rd., Columbus, OH 43214 

For more information: Visit https://beginfarming.oeffa.org/heartland-farm-beginnings/ or contact Begin Farming Program Coordinator Rachel Tayse at rachel@oeffa.org or (614) 421-2022.
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