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2019-2020 Farmer Scholarship Application
The Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association aims to create affordable, broadly accessible programs. Scholarships for Heartland Farm Beginnings is limited, and priority is given to those with the least financial resources and strongest intentions towards raising funds through their own networks. We encourage you to consider a Payment Plan as your first option towards financial support. If requesting funding from OEFFA is necessary, we ask you to consider your needs and resources carefully.
The guidelines that will be used to assess applicants are as follows:
· Financial need
· Passion and capacity for sustainable farming
· Ability to implement farmer training education in farm business
· Understanding the value of this farmer training program
Requirements for receiving a scholarship:
· Participants must attend all 8 classes (October 2019-February 2020)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Participants must complete a whole farm plan/business plan at the end of the course
If you are ready to apply, complete the following information and return with your application. *One scholarship per farm unit (up to 2 people from the same business).
*Name(s):Click or tap here to enter text.
Farm Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email:Click or tap here to enter text. Phone: Click or tap here to enter text.
1. Do you currently owe on college loans?	
☐Yes
☐No
2. Do you have significant savings, a family fund, and/or family/friends willing to support you in your education endeavors?
☐Yes
☐No
3. Describe your current support system that allows you to explore a land-based life.
Click or tap here to enter text.
4. How much do you feel you would be able to pay for the Heartland Farm Beginnings program?
Click or tap here to enter text.
5. What is the dollar amount you are requesting as a scholarship? Please note that full scholarships are not available.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Include a statement of need with your application. You may include it below or attach a document separately. Your statement should include:
a. Financial need: Indicate why you need financial support. Be specific.
b. Passion and capacity for sustainable farming: Please describe how many years of experience you have farming, why you are choosing to operate a farm business, and what you plan to be doing in five years with your farm. Be specific.
c. Understanding the value of this farmer training program: Describe how you anticipate utilizing the course in your current/future farm business. Be specific.


Please submit this scholarship application along with your Heartland Farm Beginnings application packet. Only submit the $75 application fee, not the entire payment, with your application if you are applying for a scholarship. Once notified of your application status, you will be invoiced the remaining program fees if a scholarship is applied. Scholarship applications are reviewed as they are received and awarded on a first come first served basis.
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